
Saudi human rights defender Mohammed al-Qahtani still disappeared after one year

We, the undersigned organisations, reiterate our call on Saudi Arabia’s authorities to
disclose the whereabouts of detained Saudi human rights defender Mohammed
al-Qahtani and allow him contact with his family. Al-Qahtani has been forcibly
disappeared for a whole year and must be released immediately and unconditionally.

Mohammed al-Qahtani, a human rights defender, academic, and co-founder of the
now-disbanded Saudi Civil and Political Rights Association (ACPRA), has been denied
contact with his family and the outside world since 24 October 2022. The Saudi Arabian
authorities continue to refuse to give clear information about his whereabouts, thus making
him a victim of enforced disappearance. While disappeared, individuals are at heightened
risk of other human rights violations, such as physical torture. Because of his peaceful
human rights work and calls for democratic reforms, al-Qahtani has been arbitrarily detained
in Al-Ha’ir Prison since 2013, and completed a 10-year sentence on 22 November 2022.

Saudi Arabia’s authorities have provided misleading information about al-Qahtani’s
whereabouts. On 30 October 2022, his wife was told by a prison guard that he had been
transferred to a different, unspecified, prison. Yet, on 30 January 2023, in response to a UN
communication, the Saudi authorities claimed that he was still being held in Al-Ha’ir. More
recently, in August 2023, Al-Ha'ir Prison officials affirmed to al-Qahtani’s wife, in a recorded
phone call, that his name could not be found in their system.

In the aforementioned response to the UN communication, the Saudi authorities further
claimed that al-Qahtani remained behind bars, despite having served his sentence, because
he was under investigation for “committing and inciting others to commit a number of
criminal offences within the prison”. Al-Qahtani was due to appear before the Specialised
Criminal Court for retrial on 1 May 2023, but the trial was postponed due to his absence. His
ongoing enforced disappearance further undermines his right to a fair trial, including access
to legal counsel.

Al-Qahtani’s continued disappearance also heightens concerns for his health and well-being,
as he has faced repeated harassment and ill-treatment during his imprisonment. He has
undertaken several hunger strikes to protest against the mistreatment he has suffered,
including being held in a wing for inmates with mental health issues, and on two occasions
being assaulted by fellow prisoners. Such treatment is in keeping with a growing trend
whereby the Saudi authorities place the lives of prisoners of conscience at risk through
reckless or deliberate negligence. Two particularly tragic examples have been the death of
ACPRA co-founder Abdullah al-Hamid in April 2020 as a result of medical neglect by the
Saudi authorities, and the apparently contrived murder of political reformer Musa al-Qarni in
his prison cell in October 2021.

Al-Qahtani's arbitrary detention beyond the expiry of his prison sentence reflects another
worrying trend affecting prisoners of conscience in Saudi Arabia: in some cases the
authorities have actually increased the sentences of those already serving prison terms, or
even those due to be released.

https://www.alqst.org/en/post/joint-ngo-letter-calling-on-the-saudi-authorities-to-disclose-the-whereabouts-of-mohammed-al-qahtani
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadFile?gId=37348


In light of the above-mentioned, we reiterate our call on the Saudi authorities to immediately
and unconditionally disclose Mohammed al-Qahtani’s whereabouts and to release him. We
urge the authorities to allow him immediate contact with his family, and provide him with the
necessary medical care. Saudi Arabia must ensure a free and enabling environment for all
human rights defenders, and allow them to carry out their legitimate activities without undue
restrictions or fear of reprisals.

Signatories:

● ACAT-France
● ALQST for Human Rights
● European Saudi Organisation for Human Rights (ESOHR)
● FIDH (International Federation for Human Rights), within the framework of the

Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders
● Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR)
● Human Rights First
● Human Rights Foundation (HRF)
● International Service for Human Rights (ISHR)
● MENA Rights Group
● Right Livelihood
● World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), within the framework of the Observatory

for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders



عاممروربعدمختفیایزاللاالقحطانيمحمدالإنسانحقوقعنالسعوديالمدافع

الإنسانحقوقعنالسعوديالمدافعاحتجازمكانعنالكشفإلىالسعودیةالسلطاتدعوتنانكررأدناهالموقعةالمنظماتنحن

امختفیاالقحطانيولایزالأسرتھ.معبالتواصللھوالسماحالقحطانيمحمد ودونفوراًسبیلھإخلاءویجبكاملةلسنةقسریًّ

شروطٍ.

السعودیةفيوالسیاسیةالمدنیةالحقوقجمعیةتأسیسفيوالمشاركوالأكادیميالإنسانحقوقعنالمدافعالقحطاني،محمدمُنع

رفضھاالسعودیةالسلطاتوتُواصل.2022أكتوبر24منذالخارجيوالعالمأسرتھمعالتواصلمنحالیا،المنحلةحسم)(جمعیة

لانتھاكاتالمختفینالأفرادتعرضاحتمالیةوتزیدالقسري.للاختفاءضحیةیجعلھمماوجوده،مكانعنواضحةمعلوماتإعطاء

عملھبسبب2013عاممنذالحائرسجنفيتعسفیةبصورةمحبوساالقحطانيولایزالالجسدي.التعذیبمثلأخرىحقوقیة

نوفمبر22فيسنواتعشرفيالمحددةمحكومیتھوأتمدیمقراطیة،إصلاحاتإجراءإلىودعواتھالإنسانحقوقمجالفيالسلمي

2022.

قدأنھزوجتھالسجنحارسأخبر،2022أكتوبر30وفيالقحطاني.وجودمكانعنمضللةمعلوماتالسعودیةالسلطاتوقدّمت

أنھالمتحدةالأمممراسلةعلىردّھافيالسعودیةالسلطاتادعت،2023ینایر30فيذلك،ومعیحدده.لممختلفسجنإلىنُقل

فيالقحطاني،لزوجةالحائرسجنفيمسؤولونأكد،2023أغسطسفيالأخیرة،الآونةوفيالحائر.سجنفيالاحتجازقیدكان

نظامھم.فياسمھعلىالعثورعدممسجلة،ھاتفیةمكالمة

أنھمعالقضبان،خلفلایزالالقحطانيأنأیضاالسعودیةالسلطاتادعتالمتحدة،الأمممراسلةعلىأعلاهالمذكورالردوفي

وكانالسجن".داخلارتكابھاعلىآخرینوحثالجرائممنعددا"ارتكابھخلفیةعلىللتحقیقیخضعكانلأنھمحكومیتھ،مدةأنھى

بسببأجُلتالمحاكمةولكن،2023مایو1فيمحاكمتھلإعادةالمتخصصةالجزائیةالمحكمةأمامالقحطانيیمثلأنالمتوقعمن

بمحامٍ.الاستعانةذلكفيبماعادلة،محاكمةفيحقھتقویضمنالمتواصلالقسرياختفاؤهویزیدحضوره.عدم

المعاملةوسوءللمضایقةتعرضأنھإلىنظراوسلامتھ،بصحتھالمتعلقةالمخاوفمنللقحطانيالمتواصلالاختفاءأیضاویزید

حبسھذلكفيبمامنھا،یعانيكانالتيالمعاملةسوءعلىاحتجاجًامراتعدةالطعامعنوأضربسجنھ.أثناءمتكررنحوعلى

معالمعاملةھذهوتتماشىمرتین.السجناءزملاؤهعلیھواعتدىالعقلیة،بالصحةمتصلةمشاكلمنیعانونالذینللسجناءزنزانةفي

اللهعبدوفاةوتشكلالمتعمد.أوالجسیمالإھمالطریقعنللخطرالرأيمعتقليحیاةالسعودیةالسلطاتتعریضنحومتزایداتجاه

القتلوجریمةالسعودیة،السلطاتجانبمنالطبيالإھمالنتیجة2020أبریلفيحسم،جمعیةتأسیسفيشاركالذيالحامد،

ذلك.علىخاصبوجھمأساویَینمثالَین،2021أكتوبرفيزنزانتھفيالقرنيموسىالسیاسيللمصلحیبدوفیماالمدبرة

بعضففيالسعودیة.فيالرأيبمعتقليیَلحقآخرمقلقااتجاھامحكومیتھمدةانقضاءبعدللقحطانيالتعسفيالاحتجازویعكس

المقررمنالذینأولئكحتىأوالحبسیة،عقوبتھمبالفعلیقضونالذینالمسجونینبحقالصادرةالأحكامالسلطاتغلظتالحالات،

سبیلھم.إخلاء

https://www.alqst.org/ar/post/joint-ngo-letter-calling-on-the-saudi-authorities-to-disclose-the-whereabouts-of-mohammed-al-qahtani
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadFile?gId=37348


شروطٍ.ودونفوراًعنھوالإفراجالقحطانيمحمدوجودمكانعنالكشفإلىالسعودیةالسلطاتدعوتنانكررذُكر،ماضوءوفي

بیئةتھیئةالسعودیةتكفلأنویجباللازمة.الطبیةبالرعایةوتزویدهأسرتھ،معمباشرةبالتواصللھالسماحعلىالسلطاتونحث

الخوفأومبررةغیرقیودوضعدونالمشروعةبأنشطتھمبالقیاملھموالسماحالإنسان،حقوقعنالمدافعینلكافةوتمكینیةحرة

الانتقامیة.الأعمالمن

الموقعة:المنظمات

فرنسا–التعذیبإلغاءلأجلالمسیحیةالمنظمة●

الإنسانلحقوقالقسط●

الإنسانحقوقلأجلالسعودیةالأوروبیةالمنظمة●

الإنسانحقوقعنالمدافعینحمایةمرصدإطارفيالإنسان،لحقوقالدولیةالفیدرالیة●

الإنسانلحقوقالخلیجمركز●

أولاالإنسانحقوقجمعیة●

الإنسانحقوقمؤسسة●

الإنسانلحقوقالدولیةالخدمة●

الإنسانلحقوقمنّامجموعة●

لایفلیھودرایتمؤسسة●

الإنسانحقوقعنالمدافعینحمایةمرصدإطارفيالتعذیب،لمناھضةالعالمیةالمنظمة●


